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Austin, Texas £

April 18, 1973

Pursuant to the eriéibns of _Article IV, Section 14 of the Conatit)itipxiigqf‘
the Sta’té of Texas, I hex‘{'e_yvith return to you S, B, 373 \jmsig_ned'fo‘r the fbl}_lby{i_.'ng“

Jreasons; - S - ) . L

.()ﬂ Apiiil 10th nni;lei' a\ithoz&ity granted the Governoxr of Texas by tﬁg
r} Constitution I requeateﬁ the opinion of the Attofney General as to the Consiitutionality
'Aof-Sena'tk: Bill 373. This afternoon I received that opinion.

Gieneral Hill's opinion holds the bill to be constitutional if 'the furlough =~

ontempILafed by the bill be under'such circumstances that the priséner will remain

b prisoner, and that the furlough will not have the characteristics of a .commufation,
reprvie-»l'eA, a pardon, or a parole.," '

- Under the prese;nt law the Board of Pardons and Paroles and the Governor
dix{tiyﬂ_’g.:%ﬁd;c 'emergé_ncy reprieves for the purpose of‘obtaining' medical treatment,
biagx;_d.s'.i::; _o_-r ';ﬁeﬂi"cé\i :a'.t'udy, and for the purpose of attending to family emergencies.
hesé ty;pes. of'em’ergency reprieves are exactly of the same nature as the emergency

urloughs called for in Senate Bill 373.

Further, Senate Bill 373 does not set out requirements that would insure
"that the prisoner will remain a prisoner'' nor does it require such assurances by
the Department of Corfections. _

it is my firm belief that on so important a matter as the release of convicts
from confinement in prison the legislature and ﬁot a State agency, should set the

guidelines for the protection of the public in these circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,
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